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quite plainly I am not in for an easy job as things arc on such a huge scale; for nearly a
week I was quite alone, which was rather depressing, but I think soon there will be
some people staying here. There is a good room which is at my disposal when I start
oil painting, which I hope to do next week* I am writing to Newman for the necessary
equipment. Brown wrote to me that he has had an unexpected invitation to Scodand
and Cole, I understand, is moving from Yelverton to Lynmouth.
I was very gkd to hear of Holmes' appointment to the N.G. I think it quite right
that he should be promoted.... So far I have seen nothing of his lordship, who is
with his regiment in Suffolk; but her ladyship, who I like very much, has been here
on two occasions for a short time; there are three children, very fine samples, a boy and
girl (twins) rising four and a little girl of eighteen months. The secretary who is here
at present is a nice man and does all he can to make me comfortable.
August
Thanks for your letter. The weather for the inost part, as you say, has been too fine,
but lately it has become more broken and there have been some fine skies, but difficult
to nail down. I have got a number of canvases started, but cannot tell how many, or if
any, will come to anything, and at the moment I am not feeling at all happy about
them, but such as they are you shall have second choice. The Castle itself is a tough
nut to crack; I am trying a near view and a couple of distant ones. Apart from work,
life passes like a pleasant dream; many nice people staying here and games and music
after dinner. There is a very large organ with a pianola arrangement which renders all
the finest masterpieces; a great treat, I assure you.
A letter to Gray adds some details:
I am enjoying myself very much in a quiet way. There is a very nice man called
Captain Oppenheim staying here; he has got phlebitis in his leg and we have great
chess contests, besides many other people who come and go. As for work, I have got
a good deal in hand, in fact I have probably bitten off more than I can chew, but I
have a nice room to work in with a top-light, so there is no excuse, and the weather on
the whole has been good. I find most things rather difficult to coax into a canvas as it is
all on such a vast scale and'the castle is quite a change from my ten-foot square room
oflastyear.
With his sympathetic host and hostess Steer quickly became a fast
friend. They have been good enough to draw on their recollection. Lord
Howard de Walden writes:
I remember asking him very shyly if he could give some helpful hint to an amateur
struggling with water-colours; to which he replied, 'There is only one hint I can give "
you. A water-colour is nearly always a fluke. If you go on doing them flukes will
happen a little ofiener/
I have toiled a good deal since, and am still waiting for the flukes to happen. I think
he was quite happy here: even though the company was rather young and riotous and
far from artistic. Nevertheless they were all devoted to Steer, although they did tease
him a little about his great coat* In fact he joined very heartily in, one or two little
practical jokes at the expense of some of the party.
I do remember asking him (again with a good deal of diffidence) about die pace
and value of pictures* It was soon after his B&ii of the. Sw&n had been bosg$$f